


Friendship established between
Wangwushan-Daimeishan Geopark and
Geopark Araripe

On June 4, the Wangwushan-
Daimeishan Global Geopark
dispatched its representatives to the
Geopark Araripe and then concluded
a friendship agreement with it.

The Geopark Araripe is located in
the sedimentary territory of southern
Ceara, Brazil. With the area of
148,000 km2 and the population of
6,800,000, the Ceara is near the
equator, close to the Atlantic. It is the
nearest point of Brazil to both Europe
and North America. Covering about
5,000 km2 in Ceara, the Geopark
was founded in respond to the
proposal of the Science, Technology
and Higher Education Secretariat of
Ceara and the coordination of the
Kariri Local University. The Geopark
joined the Global Geoparks Network
in December 2005. It is well-know
mainly for ancient fossils.

After the two geoparks establish
friendship, they will boost their friendly
communication and cooperation; co-
launch irregular programs to promote
tourism; invite the management,
personnel of tourism authority
and academic specialists of the
opposing party at an appropriate
time to publicize each other, enlarge

the brand influence of both parties

and accelerate the development of

tourism economy of both parties;
learn the management mode and
experience from each other and
use them for reference; conduct
the research in education and
geosciences; and exploit the talents
of existing professionals to actively
increase the educational publicity and

conserve their valued geoheritage.
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The Annual Conference 2009

of China’s GGN Members was
sponsored jointly by the Department
of Geological Environment - the
Ministry of Land and Resources, P.
R. China and the Global Geoparks
Network Office on January 15 to

16, 2010 in the Haikou Sub-park of
Leigiong Geopark, in which more
than 120 representatives from 22
GGN members and their regional
authorities were present. In the
Conference, what China’s GGN
members did in 2009 was reported;
the completed revalidation of GGN
members in recent two years was
summarized; the work requirements
for next step were raised; and

such topics as the geotourism

Annual Conference 2009 of China's GGN Members

development, the promotion of local
economy development and the
exchange and cooperation among
GGN members were discussed. At
last, all representatives proposed
and discussed the annual action

plan of China’s GGN members;
meanwhile, they concluded the
“Haikou Proposal of China’s
Geotourism”. After the Conference
was closed, the representatives made
a field investigation on the status

of geoheritage conservation and
eco-environmental protection in the
Haikou Sub-park as well as on the
positive role of the Geopark played in
local economy.

Haikou Proposal of
China’s Geotourism

In order to develop geotourism

extensively, representatives from 22
China’s GGN members summarized
their achievements in 2009, discussed
geotourism development, promotion
of local economy development,
exchange and cooperation among
GGN members and other matters and
offered the following proposals in the
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Annual Conference 2009 of China’s
GGN Members held on January 15
to 16, 2010 in Haikou City, Hainan
Province.

1. To conserve the geoheritage
resources, develop the geotourism
and promote the sustainable
development of local economy

2. To intensify the research of
geosciences, advance the scientific
connotation of geotourism, popularize
the knowledge of geosciences and
improve the scientific literacy of the

whole people;

3. To perfect the facilities of
geotourism, strengthen the promotion
and marketing of geotourism and
create the favorable conditions for
geotourism development; and

4. To bring forth new ideas of

the mechanism of exchange and
cooperation among geoparks,
explore new approaches of geopark
construction, establish a new platform
of geotourism and set up a new
image of China-specific geotourism.



Papuk Geopark is situated in

the Slavonia region of eastern
Croatia,

a mainly flat, lowland agricultural
landscape. Papuk, however, is
located in part of the Slavonian
Mountains, in distinct contrast with
the surrounding lowlands. The
Geopark is centred upon the
Papuk Nature Park, an area of
33.600 hectares designated as
a protected area by the Croatian

Government in 1999 on account of
its exceptional geological, landscape,
biological and cultural diversity, rarely
seen elsewhere in Croatia.

Papuk is, geologically, situated in
the southernmost part of the Tisia
tectonic Unit, which forms part of the
Pre-Neogene crystalline basement

of the Pannonian Basin. Most of
Papuk Mountain is composed of
metamorphic and igneous Alpine
rocks which are considered to be

the best outcrops of the Tisia Unit in

Since Papuk Geopark is located on

the territory of two counties, Pozesko-
Slavonska and Viroviti¢ko-podravska,
Papuk Geopark, in cooperation with
the Croatian Post Inc., set up an
exhibition of Park souvenirs in post
offices in Pozega and Viroviticaln
mid-December last year show was set
in the post office Pozega, and in early
February it moved to the post office
in Virovitica.Visitors to the exhibition
were given the opportunity to closely
learn about the biological, geological
and historical and cultural features of
the Park, and special emphasis was
put on the offer of Park’s souvenirs.
Papuk Geopark and Croatian Post
Inc. agreed on mutual cooperation in
efforts to include Park’s souvenirs in
the offer of post offices in the area of
the Park.

Post offices

the wider Pannonian Basin area.
There are significant remains of
cultural heritage in the Papuk Nature
Park associated with two historical
periods, the pre-historic period and
the Middle Ages. In the vicinity of the
village of Kaptol, there is an important
archaeological find from the Hallstatt
culture of the Early Iron Age period,
dating back to the 8th to 3rd Century
BC. There are remains of eight
mediaeval towns in the Nature Park,
of which the most beautiful and the
best preserved is Ruzica, a town in
the vicinity of the village of Orahovica.
Numerous hiking trails enable visitors
to stroll throughout the Park and
enjoy its year round, scenic beauty.
For sports enthusiasts, there are free-
climbing sites, a paragliding lift off site
and 104 kilometers of marked bicycle
trails. Three educational paths with
educational panels provide visitors
with an introduction to the natural
and cultural heritage of the area.
The Geopark offers guided tours for
organized groups of visitors, and for
children we have prepared several
educational “School-in-the-nature”
programmes.

G. RADONIC & G. PAVIC
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Isles make case for
Geopark status to
assessors

Source: www.shetlandtimes.co.uk

Shetland’s bid to become part of the
Unesco Global Geopark network is
well under way, and as part of the
selection process two European
assessors visited to determine
whether the isles have what it takes
to gain the coveted status.

Dr Marie-Luise Frey and Dr

Babbis Fassoulas met with local
communities and visited areas of
geological interest before attending

a civic reception at the Museum and
Archives.

Speaking at the reception were

local councillors Rick Nickerson, Bill
Manson and Jonathan Wills, who in
their short speeches summed up the
importance of geology to Shetland

in a wide range of areas, including
heritage and culture, education and
economics and tourism.

Mr Nickerson said that the importance
of geology to Shetland’s people
throughout the ages could not be
underestimated, influencing things
from bird species through to place
names. The possibility to become part
of the Geopark network would be,

he said, “the last piece in a fantastic
story”.

Dr Wills pointed out the importance
of Shetland’s environment to tourism,
emphasising that around three
quarters of visitors to Shetland come
to the isles for the environment.

He gave praise to the work of Rubina
Barton in getting Shetland’s Geopark
bid to this point and said he was “very
much looking forward to hearing the
verdict”.

There are currently 58 Geoparks,

in 18 member states. As part of
Shetland’s bid to become a part of
this network of geological heritage
spots, the Shetland Amenity Trust and
Geopark Shetland Working Group
have developed projects to protect
and promote Shetland’s heritage and



geo-wall

culture.

Some of these include self guided
trail leaflets, the installation of

52 interactive panels at specific
geological sites of interest around
Shetland, installation of “geo-art” and
the restoration of the Hagdale Horse
Mill, which is the last surviving mill of
its kind in the UK.

Dr Fassoulas was very positive in his
response to Shetland’s bid. He said: “I
would say Shetland is an exceptional
place and very impressive.

“This is my first trip here and it is
something special. The islands have
great potential, not only from the
geology but the people involved are
very enthusiastic about the Geopark.”
The results of the assessors’ findings
on Shetland’s requirements are to be
presented to a committee, which will
then make the decision on whether
the isles are to be included. This will
be announced in September.

Achievements of
Geopark Shetland

Source: www.geoparkshetland.org.uk

Public Awareness

Since the Geopark Shetland Working
Group (GSWG) was established

in 2004, Geopark Shetland has
continually raised awareness of
Shetland’s geology and kept the
public informed of Shetland’s
Geopark bid in various ways:

§ Annual programmes of talks,
presentations and workshops on
Shetland’s geology and the Geopark
bid.

§ Articles on Shetland’s geology in
local and national publications.

§ Coverage of Geopark Shetland
activities in local press.

§ Attending local fairs and open
days, such as the environment and
science fairs.

§ Holding short courses on
Shetland’s geology.

Project Development

Established in 1983, Shetland
Amenity Trust (SAT) has managed

a number of projects related to
Shetland’s heritage and culture,
including its geological heritage.
Since the establishment of the GSWG
many projects related to Shetland’s
geological heritage have been driven
forward.

Achievements Include

2009

§ European Geopark assessors
visit. This is the final stage in the
European Geopark application.
We will find out if Shetland has
achieved European Geopark status in
September.

§ Launch of the first in a series
of self guided trails. ‘Shetland’s
Volcano’ takes visitors on a tour of
Northmavine’s volcanic past.

§ Launch of the Geopark Shetland
website.

2008/2009

§ Development and installation of
a series of 52 interpretive panels at
sites of interest throughout Shetland,
including 17 panels with geological
interpretation.

2008

§ 2nd European Geopark
application submitted, resulting in
Shetland progressing to the next
stage - an assessor’s visit.

§ Installation of Geoart exhibits at
Stenness and Braewick.

§ Restoration of the Hagdale
Horse Mill, the last surviving example
of a mill of its kind in the UK.

§ Creation of geological walls
on Fetlar and at Mavis Grind, which
introduce visitors to the rocks and
geological features of the area.

§ Survey of all Shetland schools
carried out to assess current
educational initiatives and where
Geopark Shetland could enhance
geology and earth science education.

2007

§ SAT appointed a Geology
Project Officer, to act as a project
coordinator, develop the Geopark
application and liaise with European
Geoparks Network.

§ Shetland geology leaflet
developed as part of a suite of 30
thematic and geographic interpretive
leaflets.

§ SAT opened the Shetland
Museum and Archives. Find out more
about this attraction on our places to
visit page.

2005-2006

§ The GSWG established a
political will and community support to
use Shetland’s geology as a driver for
developing sustainable Geotourism
and for Shetland to become a
member of the European Geoparks
Network, including:

— Unanimous approval of these
aims at a full Local Authority council
meeting.

— Majority approval at six public
meetings held in strategic locations
throughout Shetland.

— A number of letters of support
from various internal and external
organisations.

Geopark Conferences

Members of the GSWG have
attended the annual European
Geoparks Conference since 2005,
often giving presentations on
Shetland’s geology and Geopark
Shetland to the delegates.
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Theme:

Seminar on Hong Kong
Geotourism and Safety

Topics:

1. Planning and difficulties of national
geoparks

By Prof. Anzhe Chen, judge of
national geoparks for the Ministry of
Land and Resources, P.R.C.

2. Planning and management of
Hong Kong geoparks

By Ms. Yulan Chen, director of
Geopark Section of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation
Department

3. Geotourism and safety

By Mr. Guogiang Zhou, president of
Federation of Hong Kong Hiking &
Outdoor Activities Groups

Time and place:

7:30pm ~ 9:30pm, July 23, 2009
Scout Association of Hong Kong
Auditorium, 11F, Scout Center of
Hong Kong, Austin Road, Tsim Sha
Tsui

With the popularization of
topographical and geological
conservation in Hong Kong and the
establishment of planned Hong Kong
national geoparks, citizens’ interest in
abundant and diversified landforms is
stronger and stronger and geotourism
is also increasingly popularized in
Hong Kong. The Chinese expert in
national geoparks and the senior
hiking team leader and administrative
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authority in Hong Kong will be invited
to expound on relevant key points

in order to enable lecturees to know
how to have a safe, amusing and
nature-friendly geological journey.

Target lecturee:

Hiking team leaders and persons,
teachers and college students who
are engaged in nature appreciation
or interested in natural/geological/
topographical conservation are all
welcome.

Mandarin Chinese and Cantonese
dialect

Registration hints:

1. Mandarin Chinese and Cantonese
dialect are both used for the lecture.
2. If you intend to attend it, please
register via the registration system on
the website http://www.afcd.gov.hk/
tc_chi/country/cou_wha/cou_wha_
geo_activity2.html during the period
from July 6 to July 17, 2009.

3. An email notice will be sent to the
person who succeeds in registration.
4. It is required for any attendant to
provide true information; otherwise,
registration is invalid.

5. Every email address can be used
only once for registration. In addition,
at most 2 persons are allowed to

register every time.

6. Limited quota, first-come-first
served. On-site registration will not be
accepted.

7. Any change in the person selected
will not be accepted once the
registration succeeds.

8. Statement on personal information
collection: Any personal information
is offered by the applicant voluntarily;
furthermore, any personal information
collected can be used by the
organizer only for the purpose of
handling the registration-related
matters.

9. Any successful applicant will
receive an email confirmation notice.
Please print relevant materials by
yourself.

10. If an email confirmation notice
sent by the organizer is not received
before July 22, 2009, it will mean that
the registration application fails.

11. Please take the email confirmation
notice to register at Auditorium, 11F,
Scout Center of Hong Kong, Austin
Road, Tsim Sha Tsui 15 minutes
earlier than starting time (i.e. 7:30pm)
on the lecture day.

12. Please be subject to the
organizer’s final decision on any
lecture change. Any attendant will
have no power to object it.

Registration website: http://www.afcd.
gov.hk/tc_chi/country/cou_wha/cou_
wha_geo_activity2.html



Young Earth Scientists for Society

y

Welcome to Beijing, Chiria, October 25-28" 2009

7

Hosted by the University of Geosciences, Beijing, China

25 — 28 October 2009

Invitation from First World Young Earth Scientists Congress 2009

Honorable Sir/Madam:

Thank you for your interest and support of the upcoming First World Young Earth Scientists (Y.E.S) Congress. This
Congress for early career Earth Scientists is planned to take place at the University of Geosciences of Beijing, China on
October 25-28, 2009. The Congress aims to address two key objectives of the IYPE: making Earth Science knowledge

accessible to society and promoting the education of Younger Earth Scientists.

The Congress includes four main parts: Oral program, Poster, Round-table and Business Expo. Recently, the Organizing
Committee of Y.E.S has decided to set up a new oral program theme on “Geoheritage Conversation and Geoparks”.
Therefore, we sincerely invite you as the representative of your geopark to take part in this specific oral program. It is our
great honor to have you attend to the Congress, and your esteemed counsel is greatly appreciated.

The participants have to cover travel, registration fee, accommodation and other costs themselves during their stay in

Beijing. Additional information is available at:
www.yescongress2009.org.

Please contact us for any further detail. Thank you for your support.
With kind regards.

Wan Li

Enclosed:
First Circular of Y.E.S. Congress (http://www.yescongress2009.org/)
Second Circular of Y.E.S. Congress (http://www.yescongress2009.org/)
Introduction to the topic of Geoheritage Conservation and Geoparks (

- N
) China Organizing Committee Meeting with
Y.E.S. President and Executive Director
April 3, 2009 at China University of
Geosciences of Beijing

Geosciences International Conference
Centre(GICC)

Location
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Introduction to the topic of

1.Introduction

On the 33rd Session of the
International Geological Congress
which was held in Norway on August
2008, the commissaries of young
earth scientists decided that the First
World Young Earth Scientists (Y.E.S)
Congress would be held on October
25 - 28, 2009 at China University of
Geosciences (Beijing).

Supported by the International
Year of Planet Earth (IYPE)
Committee and International Union
of Geological Science (1.U.G.S),
the Y.E.S. Congress is the first
ever congress dedicated to young
earth scientists worldwide. With the
motto of “Young Earth Scientists for
Society” following the IYPE global
motto, the Congress will be open to
scientists and professionals working
in the field of Earth Sciences,

and it will also involve young
political leaders, representatives

of civil society, organizations and
associations worldwide to create

a dynamic network, and give them
opportunities to discuss on several
topics connected to environmental
crises, and facilitate the sharing of
best practices. The Y.E.S. congress
will be of great significance for the
education of young scientists and the
development of earth sciences.

2.0bjective

Geological heritage retains memories
of the processes that generated and

formed the Planet Earth as part of the
Solar System, as well as of the history

of climate, life and humanity. The
common future of the mankind lies in
the possibility of exploring, developing
and revealing the known and
unknown values and resources of the
Earth in a wise manner. Geological
heritage is nonrenewable resource
and the priceless assets of all human
being, it should be protected and its
resources sustainably developed to
provide society with the appropriate
means for living.

Young geologists are the hope of the
development of geological sciences.
Now the time has come to intensify
the global efforts, especially the
efforts of young earth scientists
worldwide to safeguard and promote
geological heritage.

Aiming at inspiring more youth to
play a more active role in promoting
the awareness of Geoheritage
Conservation and establishing
Geological Nature Reserves and
Geoparks, as well as providing

a platform for young scientists to
exchanged views and practical
experience concerning the protection
of geoheritage conservation and
sustainable development, the
Organizing Committee of Y.E.S.
decided to set up a new oral program
theme on “Geoheritage Conversation
and Geoparks”.

3.0rganizations of the Topic
-- Geoheritage Conservation
and Geoparks

The goals of the branch meeting will
be met through oral session, poster

session and business expo that
focus on the topic of Geoheritage
Conservation and Geoparks.

Every branch meeting has a president
and a committee constituted of
conveners and advisors who will take
charge of convening people from the
world, selecting papers and arranging
order of presentations, etc. in the oral
program.

3.1Abstracts and Papers

The topic of Geoheritage
Conservation and Geoparks was
determined later than other topics,
so the deadline for the abstracts and
papers is a little different from what
have been announced on the second
circular and website of Y.E.S.

All abstracts must be written in
English and may be up to 250 words
in length. All abstracts must be
submitted online through the YES
website abstract submission page:
http://www.yescongress2009.org/
abstract-submission.html.

The deadline for abstract submission
is June 15, 2009. Abstracts will be
reviewed for their scientific merit

and applicability, and send to each
specific branch meeting by the
Scientific Committee. Participants will
be notified if their abstracts have been
accepted by July 15, 2009. And then
they may submit the corresponding
full paper on which their accepted
abstracts based. The deadline for full
paper submission is July 30, 2009.

With approval of the authors, selected
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full abstracts will be submitted

for publication to “Earth Science
Frontiers” (Science Citation Index,
SCl search), in a special section
dedicated to YES Congress 2009.
This journal is the official journal of
CUGB and is published by Elsevier.

Similarly, with approval of the authors,

selected papers will be submitted for
publication to the “Acta Geologica
Sinica” journal in a special section
dedicated to Y.E.S Congress 2009,
and then delivered to headquarter
of Index to Scientific & Technical
Proceedings, ISTP. The authors of
the abstracts will be responsible for
any associated publication fees.

3.2 Poster Session and Business
Expo

The Congress will offer an

unique networking opportunity
for young earth scientists to meet
representatives from research
institutes and companies. It will
also allow companies to carry out
marketing, business development
and recruitment.

All participants attending the congress

will have full access to the posters
room throughout the 4 days of the

congress. And all participants who will

do poster presentation could display
their posters in a fixed location, in
different time during the four days.
Poster standard:, Participants are
allowed to take two posters along

with them, with the size of 1.0M x
1.2M each.

5.Contact

Business Expo:

The Business Expo offers an
exhibition area for companies,
organizations, and institutions. The
Expo will be opened for the duration
of the Congress. You can connect
with Li Ruixin by e-mail for more
information or see the website:

http://www.yescongress2009.org/yes-
business-expo.html, it will be a good

time for you to show your geoparks to
the young earth scientists all over the
world.

4.Congress Fees

500 |60 75
1000 (115 |150
1500 (180 |230

Submit a abstract (to be 240 |25 35
published in congress acts)

Congress Student
Participants (also PhD
students)

Until 30 May 2009
1 June 2009 to 10 August 2009
After 10 August 2009/ On-site

Important dates:
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